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About Frankenstein by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley

Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus is a novel written by the English author Mary Wollstonecraft
Shelley about the young science student Victor Frankenstein, who creates a grotesque but sentient creature in
an unorthodox scientific experiment. Shelley started writing the story when she was eighteen, and the novel
was published when she was twenty. The first edition was published anonymously in London in 1818.
Shelley's name appears on the second edition, published in France in 1823. Shelley had travelled through
Europe in 1814, journeying along the river Rhine in Germany with a stop in Gernsheim which is just 17 km
(10 mi) away from Frankenstein Castle, where, two centuries before, an alchemist was engaged in
experiments. Later, she travelled in the region of Geneva (Switzerland)—where much of the story takes
place—and the topic of galvanism and other similar occult ideas were themes of conversation among her
companions, particularly her lover and future husband, Percy Shelley. Mary, Percy, Lord Byron, and John
Polidori decided to have a competition to see who could write the best horror story. After thinking for days,
Shelley dreamt about a scientist who created life and was horrified by what he had made; her dream later
evolved into the novel's story.
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Binding: Paperback
Review
Mary Shelley's Frankenstein is one of the masterpieces of nineteenth-century Gothicism. While stay-ing in
the Swiss Alps in 1816 with her lover Percy Shelley, Lord Byron, and others, Mary, then eighteen, began to
concoct the story of Dr. Victor Frankenstein and the monster he brings to life by electricity. Written in a time
of great personal tragedy, it is a subversive and morbid story warning against the dehumanization of art and
the corrupting influence of science. Packed with allusions and literary references, it is also one of the best
thrillers ever written. Frankenstein; Or, the Modern Prometheus was an instant bestseller on publication in
1818. The prototype of the science fiction novel, it has spawned countless imitations and adaptations but
retains its original power.
This Modern Library edition includes a new Introduction by Wendy Steiner, the chair of the English
department at the University of Pennsylvania and author of The Scandal of Pleasure.
Mary Shelley was born Mary Wollstonecraft Godwin in 1797 in London. She eloped to France with Shelley,
whom she married in 1816. After Frankenstein, she wrote several novels, including Valperga and Falkner,
and edited editions of the poetry of Shelley, who had died in 1822. Mary Shelley died in London in 1851.
"From the Trade Paperback edition." From the Publisher
Contains an 8-page plate section with long-unavailable pictures and drawings relating to Mary Shelley and
Frankstein. Thoroughly edited and extensively annotated. Includes a 10,000-word section on Mary Shelley's
life and works, with a longer chapter on Frankstein, anecdotes, critical perspectives, adaptations and spin-
offs. Lavishly produced on natural, high-quality paper, and affordably priced. From the Inside Flap
"I saw the pale student of unhallowed arts kneeling beside the thing he had put together. I saw the hideous
phantasm of a man stretched out, and then, on the working of some powerful engine, show signs of life and
stir with an uneasy, half-vital motion." A summer evening's ghost stories, lonely insomnia in a moonlit
Alpine's room, and a runaway imagination--fired by philosophical discussions with Lord Byron and Percy
Bysshe Shelley about science, galvanism, and the origins of life--conspired to produce for Marry Shelley this
haunting night specter. By morning, it had become the germ of her Romantic masterpiece, "Frankenstein.
Written in 1816 when she was only nineteen, Mary Shelley's novel of "The Modern Prometheus" chillingly
dramatized the dangerous potential of life begotten upon a laboratory table. A frightening creation myth for
our own time, "Frankenstein remains one of the greatest horror stories ever written and is an undisputed
classic of its kind.
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